September 28, 2005

RYAN WHITE CARE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise this evening to speak on the im-
portance of reauthorizing the Ryan
White CARE Act. This act has been so
valuable in providing services to those
persons infected with HIV/AIDS. I want
to thank the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) for
her passion and her work and her advo-
cacy on this issue. Her work has been
unparalleled in this Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I want to encourage my
colleagues to reauthorize the Ryan
White CARE Act at $3.1 billion to en-
sure that today’s health care needs of
people living with HIV/AIDS and their
families are adequately and consist-
ently met. Today, unlike the past,
those most likely to be infected with
HIV are people of color, women, and
our youths. This act directly funds
medical and support services for ap-
proximately 533,000 individuals and
their families living with HIV/AIDS
each year. Persons of color represent 88
percent, 88 percent of the clients that
are being served.

HIV/AIDS is no longer a death sen-
tence. Great strides in medical tech-
nology have slowed the progression
from HIV to AIDS, allowing people
with HIV to 1live longer, to live
healthier and more productive lives.

This act should be authorized in a
manner that allows it to fully respond
to the needs for underserved and unin-
sured populations living with HIV/
AIDS.

Mr. Speaker, African Americans in
this country are disproportionately af-
fected with HIV/AIDS. In 2000, African
Americans made up 12.3 percent of the
U.S. population, but they account for
40 percent of the diagnosed AIDS cases.
In North Carolina, my home State, the
total number of new AIDS cases in 2003
was 1,083; 724 of these cases were found
among African Americans.

In fiscal year 2005, this act was fund-
ed at $2.073 billion, but that is not
enough. Funding should not be shifted
from one region of the country to an-
other based on perceived severity of
need. Instead, the act should be ade-
quately funded so that it can ensure
progress in regions where HIV infec-
tions have slowed while targeting re-
gions that are being hard hit by the
epidemic. By increasing the reauthor-
ization level to $3.1 billion, the CARE
Act will be able to provide services to
both urban and rural areas, which will
put an end to the competition between
health care providers whose clients are
desperately needing funding.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURGESS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to claim the time
of the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

————
HONORING CHRIS COX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, on the 2nd
of June our very distinguished col-
league, Chris Cox, was nominated by
President Bush to become the chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange
Commission. On July 29, the Senate
voted unanimously to confirm Chris as
the 28th chairman of the SEC. His nom-
ination was widely heralded. That eco-
nomic guru, Larry Kudlow, said, ‘‘Chris
Cox’s keen intellect and free market
view point will provide a breath of
fresh air at the Securities and Ex-
change Commission.”
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The majority leader in the Senate
said, ‘‘Chris Cox will bring an experi-
enced and steady hand to the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission.”

Stanford law professor, who is a
former SEC commissioner, Joseph
Grundfest, said, ‘“We should give a
great deal of respect and deference to
Chris Cox’s tremendous intellectual
abilities and political skills.”

Mr. Speaker, I mention this praise
because it so clearly shows that the
gain at the Securities and Exchange
Commission is a significant loss for us
here in the House of Representatives.
As his colleagues in Congress, we will
all miss working with Chris.

Chairman Cox was first elected to the
House in 1988 to represent Orange
County, California. During his nine
terms in office, he gained a well-de-
served reputation as a hardworking,
action-oriented, fair and bipartisan
Member. In fact, he said one time,
“The well-worn partisan rut is not a
place where you are going to get a lot
of work done.”

Chairman Cox did not spend a lot of
time in that rut. He was an integral
part of our California delegation,
served on important committees and
delved into critical issues facing our
Nation. He served on the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, the Committee
on Financial Services, the Committee
on Government Reform and the Com-
mittee on the Budget. He served as a
member of the majority leadership for
over 10 years as Chairman of the House
Policy Committee.

Most recently, we all know Chris
served as chairman of the Committee
on Homeland Security when we estab-
lished this new committee. Throughout
his involvement in national security
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issues, he was very intimately involved
in those throughout his entire 17 years
in Congress. He was a tireless advocate
for our men and women in uniform, a
vocal anti-Communist, an active pro-
ponent of California’s military bases,
and an ardent supporter of the global
war on terror.

As Chairman of the Committee on
Homeland Security, Mr. Speaker, Chris
pushed for common-sense reform to en-
sure that we spent homeland security
dollars based on actual risk, and he left
a legacy of very vigorous oversight at
the Department of Homeland Security.

Additionally, as a representative
from California, Chairman Cox was in-
timately involved in the effort to se-
cure our border and give the border pa-
trol the tools needed to apprehend any-
one seeking to enter our country ille-
gally, particularly those wishing to do
our Nation harm.

It is fitting that he is now the coun-
try’s top cop for the securities markets
because he has long been committed to
improving and supporting the free mar-
ket.

Whether it was ending the double
taxation on shareholder dividends or
supporting innovative technologies
with the Internet Tax Freedom Act or
standing up for free trade by voting for
permanent normal trade relations for
the People’s Republic of China or pro-
tecting investors from junk lawsuits
with the Private Securities Litigation
Reform Act, Chairman Cox has been in
the forefront of making sure cap-
italism and financial markets work on
their own when they can but, most im-
portant, work within the law around
the clock.

When accepting the nomination to
chair the SEC, Chairman Cox had this
to say about the U.S. economy: ‘‘The
natural enemies of this economic mar-
vel are fraud and unfair dealing.” At
the SEC, he will continue, Mr. Speaker,
to do what he practiced here in the
Congress, instilling faith in the finan-
cial markets by targeting bad actors
and protecting investors.

Throughout his life, Chairman Cox
has held firm to his conservative be-
liefs; his faith in democracy; and his
pro-growth, free market principles,
even when his views were not always
popular. When he was at Harvard in the
early 1970s, where he earned a business
and law degree, he placed a Ronald
Reagan bumper sticker on his car, only
to have his car repeatedly vandalized.

There was little that could intimi-
date Chairman Cox, and that was par-
ticularly due to the confidence he de-
rived from his political lodestar, the
man whose name was on that bumper
sticker, Ronald Reagan.

Chris and I both share an intense ad-
miration for Ronald Reagan. President
Reagan taught our country to stand
tall, to believe in and trust the virtues
of democracy, the power of the indi-
vidual, the promise of entrepreneur-
ship, and the might of our military.

Chris had the distinct privilege of
serving President Reagan as a White
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